
Pre-U  

Subject No * D1 D2 D3 M1 M2 M3 P2

Art 11 1 2 2 1 5 0 0

French 9 1 5 1 1 1 0 0

German 2 0 0 0 0 1 1 0

Spanish 11 2 2 3 0 2 1 1

Total 33 4 9 6 2 9 2 1
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Pre-U Grade Equivalent A Level grades and comments

Distinction D1 D1 has no equivalent A Level grade. It represents a standard of excellence across 
all papers in the subject.

Distinction D2 D2 is set with the A* at A Level in view

Distinction D3 The D3 standard is aligned to that of an A grade at A Level, in that the standard of 
work required to achieve a D3 will be the same as that required for an A grade. But 
note: a Pre-U candidate has to cover more ground (the syllabus is bigger), 
additional stretch is built into the question papers and students have to take all 
papers in one session.

Merit M1 M1 has a slightly lower tariff score to the A grade at A Level, reflecting the bigger 
syllabus and the fact that individual components cannot be retaken.

Merit M2 M2 has a tariff score slightly higher than a B grade at A Level.

Merit M3 M3 and P1 have tariff scores which are equidistant from that of a 

Pass P1 C grade at A Level.

Pass P2 P2 has a tariff score similar to a D grade at A Level.

Pass P3 The standard of work required for P3 is aligned to that of an E grade at A Level. 
The higher tariff reflects the characteristics described above.
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